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Stream on newly pretected land in Joel Ridge
Preserve. By Max Cooper.

RIGHT View of Lake Lure from Weed Paitch
Mountain Trail. By Gardon Tutor.

NATURE PRESERVE
LAKE LURE

We purchased the last major piece of an epic
conservation project that we've been working
toward for 16 years! Totaling nearly 2,700 acres

in all, this project connects to Chimney Rock
State Park. It includes Buffalo Creek Park and our
award-winning Weed Patch Mountain Trail. It also
includes the Joel Ridge Nature Preserve, owned by
Conserving Carolina.

In 2025, we purchased the last big piece —
conserving another 483 acres of gorgeous mountain
land that was once slated for a large development
and 1s now protected forever! In all, there are 38
miles of mountain streams, sending clean water
flowing into Lake Lure and the Broad River. There
are unbroken forests that have earned the state’s
highest possible rating for wildlife habitat. There
are rare plants and animals, including Hickory
Nut Gorge Green Salamanders. And we have plans
for new trails that will expand the Hickory Nut
Gorge State Trail and offer new opportunities for
adventures in an extraordinary wilderness.
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

DUNCAN BLAIR

Duncan’s connection to the outdoors began at an early
age, camping and fishing with his family. After living
overseas for eight years, he chose to settle in Western
North Carolina, close to family and the landscapes he
loves. His career reflects his deep sense of stewardship.
He worked first with Trout Unlimited and now with the
Mills River Partnership. As the Outreach and Education
Coordinator, he leads volunteer workdays and he brings
students out to rivers to learn where Hendersonville’s
drinking water comes from.

Duncan’s support of Conserving Carolina grew through
the White Squirrel Hiking Challenge, which has

taken him across the region to places like Bearwallow
Mountain, Rumbling Bald, and the Ecusta Trail. Inspired
by landscape-level projects such as the Hickory Nut
Gorge State Trail, he also finds hope in how quickly land
and water can recover when given care. As Duncan puts
it, “I believe in leaving things better than I found them.”

FAIRVIEW COMMUNITY FOREST **

A former summer camp in Fairview i1s becoming something
very special. At the heart of the property 1s the campus

of the WORX Project, an outdoor education program for
local students. At WORX, the kids explore career paths
including jobs in WNC'’s outdoor economy. The program
opens up opportunities for the students — and it’s also a
free summer camp for anyone who wants to go.

In 2025, we bought 253 acres, including the WORX campus
and the surrounding land, which will become the Fairview
Community Forest. This land encompasses the entire
watershed for a creek that flows into the Broad River. Its
streams and seeps offer rich habitat for unique plants and
animals. In keeping with its history as a camp, this forest
will be a place for people to connect with nature, with 11
miles of hiking and biking trails for the local community.

BELOW WORX Project director Sara
Jarrell and Leila Husain biking on Fairview
Community Forest trails. By Kiko Salazar.
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MOVING TOWARD o0+

Brevard Greenway with Creek and Birding Area

M I LES UF RAIL TRAI Ls Ny -~ X pa; 8 ] D\ b S e : We now own 11.5 acres in Brevard with a section of the Estatoe Greenway
i B o PO e ) e, - j where it crosses over Lamb’s Creek. This land is near the hospital, schools,

ballfields, and businesses, and it’s part of a popular birding area called
Hospital Fields, The plan i1s to make it a local park.

Extending the Oklawaha
Greenway

— !.
P

Saluda Grade Purchased for Rail Trail We bought 23.6 acres just south of Jackson
Park to extend the Oklawaha Greenway.

This purchase also protects a bird-rich

2025 CONSERVATION HIGHLIGHTS
SLHOITHDIH NOILYAYISNOD S202

It was a huge leap forward for the Saluda Grade Trail when
Conserving Carolina and our partners bought the historic
31-mile rail line. This planned rail trail will travel from
picturesque countryside in Upstate South Carolina into the
mountain scenery of Western North Carolina, passing through
Inman, Campobello, Landrum, Tryon, Saluda and Zirconia. We
also hope to connect the Saluda Grade Trail with the Ecusta
Trail for more than 50 miles of continuous rail trails!

wetland and offers potential to restore more
wetlands, right in the City of Hendersonville!

The purchase was celebrated with fanfare at small towns along
the route. Now that we have the land, we are working with
local communities on planning and design, to make sure that ~
we create the best possible version of the trail. ' Sl e g

o Biking the Ecusta Trail. By Chelsea Gillespie.:

= _ : ::_t sz, - - T Ve ! LEFT Celebrating the Saluda Ergdepurcﬁnsﬁﬂy Kiko Salazar.

Anchor for Trails
Encircling Lake Lure

Our vision for the Hickory Nut Gorge State
Trail includes a loop all the way around
Lake Lure — and we took an important
step by buying 49 acres east of the lake,
right on the proposed route. Conserving
this land protects important wildlife
habitat, including homes for rare species.

Ecusta Trail Opens from Hendersonville
to Horse Shoe

By Rose Lﬂﬁé,
As soon as it opened, the first section of the Ecusta Trail was a hit,

running for six miles from Hendersonville to Horse Shoe. Now, people
of all ages and abilities can get outdoors on foot or on wheels — and
the trail is a boon to local businesses along the way.

Bringing Back Trails Near
Hospital in Polk County

There used to be trails on 56 acres of private
conservation land in Polk County until the
land changed hands and the new owner
closed access. Now, Conserving Carolina
owns the land, with mature forests and a
creek, and we plan to reopen the trails.

Conserving Carolina helped raise millions of dollars to buy the rail
corridor and fund construction — and it’s wonderful to see so many
people starting to enjoy the trail! Now, design and engineering are
underway for the rest of the trail. The full 19-mile Ecusta Trail will
link Hendersonville and Brevard.

By Rose Lane;
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BRINGING NATURE
BACK ALONG RIVERS =
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By Sharon Mammoser.

Hurricane Helene demonstrated how much we need natural
floodplains, especially as we face more extreme weather. During
the flood, just three restorations stored over 1.25 billion gallons L HEh i |
of water! These natural areas along rivers act like sponges that . 3 N o

reduce the risks from floods and droughts. They also give us clean 3 _ ' iﬂég-{rer—.:?nh'mic_ed wetlands at
water and bring back much needed habitat for wildlife. In 2025: : WAARST 77 L  Pleasant Grove:By Forry Nergart.

» Kings Bridge Wildlife Conservation Area became the first of
our restoration projects to open to the public. It isnow a
popular birding hotspot.

« We moved forward on six new restoration projects —
which will bring back more wetlands, sloughs, forests,
meadows, and rivercane.

 We secured funding to do watershed planning for the Green
River, Pacolet River, and Mud Creek—crafting a conservation
vision for the health of these waterways.

« PBS made an illuminating film about the benefits of our
restorations during Helene.

» Wewere delighted to find beavers helping us expand the
wetlands at Pleasant Grove!

Mmoser.

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

EHROW SHANNON
& TIM DRAEGEN

As the founders of a tech company, dmarcian, Ehrow
Shannon and Tim Draegen had the freedom to
choose where towork and live, They chose Brevard
for 1ts beautiful landscapes, sense of community, and
protected lands — an ideal place to raise a family and
build a values-driven business.

As a B Corp and member of 1% for the Planet, dmarcian
1s committed to its community, employees, and
environment. That commitment became personal for
Ehrow and Tim during a hike at Bearwallow, where they
saw Conserving Carolina’s mission brought to life. They
have followed projects such as the Ecusta Trail and
have been inspired by the conservancy’s leadership in
hurricane recovery and long-term restoration.

Originally from California, Ehrow watched open land
give way to development — which shaped her belief that
progress should not come at nature’s expense. Through
dmarcian’s support of Conserving Carolina, Erhow and
Tim are helping ensure this region’s natural landscapes
are protected for generations to come

. By Kiko Sa
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2025 was an unprecedented year as we faced the devastation from Hurricane Helene and
its aftermath, as well as wildfires at some of our preserves.

Our Hickory Nut Gorge trails are located in some of the areas hardest hit by Helene.
By the end of 2025, we had reopened most of our trails after clearing over a
thousand downed trees, repairing gaping holes in trails, and addressing landslides. A
few trails remained closed due to major landslides or restricted roads.

We stood up for our rivers when we saw that some debris removal contractors

were causing damage that was worse than the storm! We worked with landowners

to advocate for clean water, trout habitat, and aquatic wildlife, while supporting
necessary debris removal. On our preserves, we worked with contractors to remove
debris while minimizing impacts to natural resources.

We advised owners of private conservation land on how to restore or even improve
impacted areas.

We salvaged what we could from our planned Polk County office on the North Pacolet
River — a total loss from the flood — while preparing for demolition.

We responded to wildfires on some of our Polk County preserves, which heightened
mvasive plant problems but also created opportunities for oak regeneration.

We built momentum for natural floodplain restorations to make our landscape
more resilient.

SLHOITHODIH NOILYAYISNOD S202




2025 CONSERVATION HIGHLIGHTS

Growing a Love for Nature

Our best hope for protecting nature is to make sure that people of all ages
and backgrounds feel their deep connection to our living world and are
passionate about protecting it. To nurture this love for nature, Conserving
Carolina held 311 community engagement events in 2025!

« We sparked kids’ love for the outdoors through field trips, school
gardens, outdoor education, and after-school programs. We're also
helping to create outdoor spaces near schools, like the new trails at
Little White Oak Mountain beside Polk County Middle School.

* We held six speaker series throughout our region, exploring
environmental topics.

« Other community engagement events included guided hikes,
bird walks, films, forest bathing, festivals, and gatherings for our
members and volunteers.

* We held more than 150 volunteer workdays in 2025. We are so

grateful to all of our volunteers! They offered hands-on support to

maintain trails, control invasive plants, restore wild places, tend
pollinator gardens, clean up trash, hold events, and connect with the

AmeriCarps Project Conserve members
(o suppor ting MANNA F oodBank.

5o | \ n =

. nde.Or »Pagl., _ A ,%.;_“_
VAL T : T _%:"-.]x.__.___‘ .'r —
AmeriCorps Project Conserve:
Celebrations and Challenges

AmernCorps Project Conserve celebrated its 20-year anniversary

in 2025. Over two decades, more than 500 AmeriCorps members
provided nearly a million hours of service to Western North
Carolina communities — a major investment in our land and water!

o
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2025 was also an extremely challenging year. In the spring, the
program was targeted for federal funding cuts. It survived, but

the disruption paused or even ended AmeriCorps roles at some
organizations. Going into the 2025-26 AmeriCorps term, the program
was downsized by almost half, and its future remains uncertain.

At Conserving Carolina, with your support, we kept our AmeriCorps
members active throughout this turbulent time. Conserving Carolina
leads AmeriCorps Project Conserve for all of Western North Carolina.
We are proud that during the 2024-25 term, 25 AmeriCorps
members supported 14 conservation organizations and provided
over 36,500 hours of service.
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We are deeply grateful to these
local business for supporting
conservation and making our
region such a special place to
live, work, and visit.

Beacon Partners
Cedar Mountain Outpost
Duke Energy
EarthShare of North Carolina
Equinox
Green River Adventures

Leatherwood Wildland
Management, LLC

McAdams
The UPS Store
Wildbirds Unlimited

A Neighborhood Carpenter
Headwaters Outfitters
Flat Rock Cinema
Lazy Otter Outfitters
Painters Greenhouse

Sugar Hollow Solar




SUMMITS SOCIETY

Our Summits Society recognizes donors

who give at least $1,000 annually. Thank

you for your sustaining support!

WORLD'S EDGE
SOCIETY ($10,000+)
Bob and Martha Adams

Nancy Anderson Sinclair

Lee Barnes

Bass Charitable Fund

Wayne and Ann B’Rells

Pat and Eileen Cafferty
Sheldon and Patricia Campbell
Andrew and Jean Canada
Robert and Jeannette Cannon
Eric Carlton

Elizabeth Cropp

Jane Davis

Alton Louis Eubanks

H.M. Felder

Fernandez Pave the Way
Foundation

Siemens Family Charitable Fund
Anonymous

Paul and Sidney Gooding

Neal and Amy Hanks

Steven Hasty

Hathaway Family Foundation
Meredith Hickson

James G. K. McClure Educational
and Development Fund

Jeff and Elizabeth Jennings
Jane Lawson
Scott and Mary McAbee

Jerry McAninch

Greg and Shannon McFayden
Anonymous

Kent Morton and Julie Spapperi
Lee and Tom Mulligan

David and Daryl Nelms

Karl and Mary Nurse

Tom O’Bannon

Oreg Foundation

Lynn Padgett

Larry and Nancy Pellegrini
Lynn Carnes Pitts and Russ Pitts
Fred and Alice Stanback

Brad Stanback and Shelli
Lodge-Stanback

.....
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.

Steven C. Leuthold Family
Foundation

Gordon and Laurie Strayhorn
The Hunter Family Foundation
The Jelks Family Foundation
Anonymous

Sarah Thomas

Estate of Thomas C. Fiksdal
David and Betsy Thompson
Donna Jean Walker

Fred and Lauren Weed

Marilyn Westphal

Randy Wetzel and Larissa Bowman

BEARWALLOW
MOUNTAIN
($5,000-$9,999)
Heather Alley

Robert and Lisa Bezzeg
Peggy Bogardus

Wesley and Nancy Brown
Bill Bullivant

Natalie Camrud

Genien Carlson
Anonymous

Carol B. Phelon Foundation
Camilla Collins and Jane Bramham
Eleanor Cox

Gail and Amos Dawson

By Lynne Buchanan. -

Weed Patch Mountain Trail.

By Gordon Tutor

Stratford Douglas and Jodie Jackson
Ellen Dozier

Jane Dupont

Mignon Durham

Michael and Debra Egan
Theresa Granito

Linda and Chris Greensfelder
Susan Grimley

Anonymous

Bryan and Alicia Haltermann
Patricia Holl

Diane Jacqmin

Molly and Morris Jenkins

Greg and Janet Jennings

David Keller and Nora Murdock

Art and Penny Kiser
John Koenig

Steve and Jerr1 Lynne Lamb
Laurie and Kevin Lavrack
William and Barbara Little

William Luther and DeeDee
Mitchell

David Lyles and Anne Calby

Amy and Daniel McMorrow
Raymond and Marie Miller
Eleanor and Peter Mockridge
Todd and Melinda Morse
Anonymous

Mary Walton Percy

Jessica Pierce

Ted and Karen Ramsaur

Diana Richards

Fletcher and Jody Roberts
Michael Sargeant and Fern Carter
Ken Shelton and Marney McClung

David and Elaine Smyth
Anonymous

Larry and Mary Ann Stewart
Bob and Babs Strickland

Ivey and Jim Sumrell

The Beattie Foundation
Robert and Valerie Thompson
Upper Falls LLC

Nancy Watford

SASSAFRAS MOUNTAIN
($3,000 - $4,999)

Holly Arrowood

Charles Baker

Missy and Scott Banks

Gretchen Batra

Tom Bowles

Bob Carlson and Kim Chao
Estate of Stuart and Carola Cohn
Peter Franklin and Greg Wright
Victor Galef

Toby Gordon and Terry
Shupbach-Gordon

Dale Henderson

Brevard Henry

Hobbs Family Charitable Gift Fund
[. Mark and Carol McCall

Betsy McCray

Marianne Mooney and Joe Sasfy
Richard and Vickie Polchow

Gerri Reitz

Zora Rhodes

Jim and Vicky Rholl

Carol Roberson and Richard Mills
Vicki and Clift Roberts

Sandy Schenck

Ross and Martha Todd Sloan

Elaine Spicer Friebele and
Edward Friebele

Rick and Judy Thomas
Mark and Ameran Tooley
Janis Tutor

Mary and John Waite
Madelon Wallace

Gordon and Wendy Walton
Sherril Wingo

Fred and Vicki Wright

LITTLE PISGAH
MOUNTAIN
($2,000 - $2,999)
Ken and Lynn Adams
Bonnie Arbuckle

Lee Armstrong

Peter and Amy Barry
Chris and Carole Bartol

Jill Blanchar and Jason Jordan

Anonymous

Wiley and Nori Bourne
Grant and Anne Bullard
Michel Dahan

Bill and Penny Dickason
Richard and Bridget Eckerd

-
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New trails opened ar Little’

Mountain in Columbus,
: s T e
Photo courtesy of Comniuniry Tratl Dé

Ron and Nancy Edgerton
Tracy Eggleston

Michael and Marsha Elliott
Martha Eshleman

Michael and Lauri Etter
Frey Foundation

Cynthia Gagne

Evelyn Grau

Randy and Annie Hall
Vicki and John Held

Nancy Holmes

Karen Luke Jackson

Brion and Sandra Johnson
Betty Jones

Mary Jo Kellogg

Steve and Marie King

Karl and Kathy Klepfer
Anonymous

Daniel and Victoria Lezcano
Glover Little

Demi and Al Loftis
Matthew and Kelly Lucarelli
Erwin and Nancy Maddrey
Anne Malift
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Mick and Chris McClung
Brian and Betsy McCrodden
Robert and Julia Medefindt
Douglas and Marilyn Mitchell
Dennis Mountain

Jim Neal

Peter and Kelley Newsome
Thomas and Karen Palmer
Norman Peck

Linda and Bennett Perkins
Jeanne Reno

Doug and Carolyn Rostick
Ame Sanders

Susan Sasser and Carter Heyward
Anonymous

Dorothy Semans

Skip and Phyllis Sheldon

Ford Smith and Michelle Keyes
Nancy Snowden

Kenneth Tanner

David and Luz Beaty

The Rorer Foundation

Laura Thompson

Pat Thomson and Gary Allison
Frank Tindall

Vivian Torrence
Dirk and Paige Willms

JUMP OFF ROCK
($1,000 - $1,999)

Jim Anderson

DiAnne Arbour and James Bergen
Elizabeth Austin

Connie and Gib Backlund
Rebecca and Jay Barnes

Randy and Joy Baron

Dalon and Ann Bass

Chris Battista and Andrea
Hargus Battista

Michael and Carolyn Baughman
Joe and Lenore Baum

Hank and Townsend Birdsong
Christy Blakely and John Koury
Annette Blum

Kenneth Bosley

Eloise Bradham

David and Susan Brady

Connie and Bruce Brashear
Katie and Steve Breckheimer
Eugene Britton

Rella Brooks Allred

Charles and Elke Burden

Bruce and Toni Byers

Mark and Linda Byington

Chuck Edwards

Mark and Marie Campanini

Mark Carpenter

Estate of Celeste E. Giblin

Jordan Clark

Dumont Clarke and Shirley Linn

Karen Clarke and Barbara Bolt

Brewer Family Fund

Wendy Cochran

Camille and Wil Coers

Paul and Anne Coletta

Tracey and John Costanzo

John Cottingham

Bob and Jill Coyle

Lauren Cross

Richard and Lucy Daley

Tim and Becky Davidson

David Davis

Gerald and Mary Davis

Shelley Dayton and Michael Gron

Nancy and Joe DePippo

Alice Dobbs

Rhonda and Tom Donovan

Barbara Ross Earnhardt

Charlie and Susie Ellis

Carol Falender

Mary Fanslow

Phillip and Joan Feagan

Phil Feagan

Susan Fernbach and Jim
Rishebarger

Elizabeth Fortner

Edward Fradley and Linda
Goetz Fradley

Teresa Fralix

Kirk Friedland and Susan
Goldsworthy

Cindy Gaftney

Steve Gale and Mary Jaeger-Gale
John and Janet Garrett

Faye Goodwyn

Mark and Liza Gosnell

Sarah and Stephen Grabenstein
Sara and Tim Bell

Peggy Guy

David and Anne Hartig
Matthew and Mary Beth Hayes
Heather and Glenn Hilliard
Allan and Lynn Huffman
Katharine Hunter

Brian and Maryjane Hunter
Victoria and Thomas Jackson
Lee and Carolyn Johnson
Chuck and A prill Jones

Jane Ann and John Jonkhoft
Don and Betsy Jordan

Jim and Marcie Kane

Pat and Alison Keenan
Kathleen Kelly

John Kern and Redenta Soprano
Lynn Killian

Gail and Ken Kinard

Richard and Pamela Kiser
Larry and Lynn Klein

Deb and Mike Kopko

Alicia Kubida

George and Kristy Lampe

Constance Lawrence and
Stan Gibson

Laura and Ron Leatherwood
Julie and Anthony Lindsey
Linda MacGregor

Arthur Mandler and Sarah Tambor

Lary and Inga Marler

Kathy Martin

Richard and Martha Mayberry
John and Susan McCormick
Jim McDermott

Chuck and Jean McGrady

Richard McHenry and Cindy
Caldwell

Susan and Tom McHugh
Rebecca McSwain

Katharine Miller

Kevin Milton

Betsy Miner

Timothy and Deborah Moore
Robert Nazarian

Ed and Laura Neves

Ralph Nichols and Stephanie
McCann

Beverly Nivens

Chris and Cecile Nowatka
Carey and Lutrelle O’Cain
Andrea Owensby

Eric Paine

Jack and Reed Parker

Jeryll Perlmutter

James and Judy Pierce

Tony Pierfelice and Kim Phillips
Chuck and Tia Ramsey

Suzy and Ed Rankin

Barry and Susan Robinson

The Robinson-Hill
Humanitarian Fund

Betsy Roddy

Jacquelyn and Bruce Rogow
Julia and Scott Ross

Brooks and Michelle Saucier
Gary and Anne Schafer
Miriam Sexton

George and Cathy Shields
Marsha and Michael Shlaer
Paul and Simone Shoemaker
James Simons and Cathy Hale
Kelley Singer

Ralph and Derrie Sizemore
Libby Skamfer

Mel and Sandra Skiles

Craig Smith and Cynthia Wilson
Diane Smock and Brad Wyche
Gail Snowdon

Christy Staudt

Peter and Mary Steurer

George and Patricia Sykes
David Tatich

Tellman Family

Dennis and Patty Terry

Suzanne Thayer

The Gingrich Fund

Sloan Evans

Janet and Mark Thew

Donald and Brenda Thompson
Robert Tobey and Donna Martin
Jill Tourtellot

Thatcher and Julia Townsend
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Howard Troxler and Lynn Casey
Sandy and Bill Tucker

Burnet and Campbell Tucker
Belynda and Fred Veser

Jinx Vidrine

John and Leila Von Stein
Harriet Walls

Pamela Weekes

Bryan Wesselink and Carmen
Lehtinen

Bill and Becky Westfall
Whitener Foundation
Alonzo Wickers

Gail and Kent Wilcox
Jennifer Wild

Sandra Willan

Corrie Woods and Jay Lichty
Loti Woods and Dale Weiler
Martha Worthy

Dirk Zikeli
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

DALE HENDERSON

Dale’s love for the outdoors began early as the daughter
of a forester, spending countless hours exploring the
woods in Virginia. Birds, in particular, drew her in.
After many years in Florida — where she experienced
hurricanes and the growing impacts of climate change
firsthand — Dale was ready for a new chapter. A road
trip led her to Flat Rock where she found a slower pace,
less traffic, and a deep connection to the surrounding

landscapes.

Dale’s support as a Summits Society member reflects
her deeply held conservation values. She has witnessed
forests disappear almost overnight, and she believes
protecting our remaining open space is more urgent
than ever. Through Conserving Carolina’s work, she
sees hope. She sees projects that save land and inspire
people to get outside and, ultimately, protect what
they love. For Dale, this support is her way of giving
back to the birds and ensuring wildlife will always have

a place to go.
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LAND LEGACY LEAGUE

One of the most profound ways that you can support conservation

Is by planning a legacy gift. We honor the members of our Land
Legacy League for including Conserving Carolina in their last will
and testament or other estate plans. Please let us know if you are
planning a legacy gift so we can thank you during your lifetime.

Benita Auge Celeste Giblin Estate Lee and Tom Mulligan
Rebecca Ayres Sue Ballard Gilliam Estate Mary Jo Padgett

Connie and Gib Backlund Howard Granat and Elizabeth Pell Joni and Ray Pavlik

Maureen Bay Mary Beth and Matthew Hayes Jim and Judy Pierce

Dianne Bell Estate Donald K. Herrman and Dana B. Marilyn Reid

Margaret M. Bennett Trust Herrman Trust Diana Richards

The Bessemer Trust Melinda Holland Rebekah Robinson

Larissa Bowman David Humphrey Mark and Joani Robson

Katie and Steve Breckheimer John Humphrey Estate Kieran Roe

Fredric Bristol Family Trust Donald Jones Estate William and Marilyn Rosenberg
Robert L. Brown Chuck and Aprill Jones Jane Shuttleworth

Louise M. Buzek Estate Ruth Elaine Jones Estate Ross and Martha Sloan

Abby Cain Vivienne Jordahl Estate Vervin and Amy Stamey
Genien Carlson David Keller and Nora Murdock Otis V. Stelly, I

Barbara Cliff Lynn Killian Robert and Anne Stormont Estates
Stuart and Corola Cohn Estate Mickey Kilpatrick Bob and Amy Wald

Bennie George Cox Jim LeGere Estate Willow Walker

Bob and Jill Coyle Martha LeGere Fletcher David Ward Estate
Elizabeth Cummings Mark Levin Max Gardner Ward Estate
Amy Dahan Demi and Al Loftis Randy Wetzel

Tom and Jane Davis Kim Long Sharon White

Cheryl Day David MacDonald Tish Moore Whiting and John
Dennis Ducker Estate Kathryn ]. Magee Schommer

Tracy Eggeston Bill and Jerry McAninch Gail and Kent Wilcox

Dean Egly Estate Will and Deni McIntyre Laura Smith and John Clark
Ginny Faust Betsy Miner Williams

John Soprano and Lynn Fink Stan Mobley Karen Wilson

We also want to thank the 37 legacy families and donors
who choose to remain anonymous.

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

APRILL & CHUCK
JONES

Aprill and Chuck’s journey to this region began long
before they called Flat Rock home. Originally from
Tennessee and later living in Charlotte, they would
often visit the region, drawn by wild places, hiking,
wildlife, and a welcoming community. A love of the
outdoors has long shaped their values. Apnll’s father
introduced her to hiking, canoeing, camping, and
adventure, while scouting fostered a lifelong respect for
nature for both of them.

As Land Legacy League members, Aprill and Chuck have
included Conserving Carolina in their estate plans as a
reflection of their belief in taking the long view. They
have seen our impact firsthand, particularly during
Hurricane Helene, when restored wetlands helped
reduce flooding and protect surrounding communities.
Inspired by projects like the Ecusta and Saluda Grade
Trails, they share, “To preserve now means to preserve
forever, and to make the areas we love as available to
future generations as they are to us today. If we don’t,
who will?”

CONSERVATION
LANDOWNERS

We are deeply grateful to the

landowners who worked with
us to protect land in 2025.
Thank you for acting on your
ethic of good stewardship to
pass on these special places for
generations to come.,

Charlie and Susie Ellis

Victor and Mary Galef

GreyRock Community Association, Inc
Norfolk Southem Railway Company

Scott and Mary McAbee

Tom and Susan McHugh

Leslie Muse

Keith and Michelle Paris

Karen-Eve Pfotzer

Pisgah Health Foundation, LLC

The Presbytery of Western North Carolina, Inc.
Schenck Family Conservancy, LLC

Michael Simpson

Robert Stearns

Christel Walter and the late Manfred Walter

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Susan McHugh
President

Michael Egan
Vice President

David Nelms
Treasurer

Carol Lee Roberson
Secretary

Connie Backlund
Timothy Bell
Christy Blakely
Mark Campanini
Owen Carson
Amos Dawson Il
Stratford Douglas
Suzanne Hale

Jeff Jennings
Kathy Klepfer
Jane Lawson
Demi Loftis

Lynn Carnes Pitts
Woody Platt

Ken Shelton

Dave Sherping
Shuford “Ford” Smith
Madelon Wallace
Debi Whitmire

STAFF MEMBERS

Kieran Roe

Executive Director

Peter Barr

Trails Specialist

Kristin Cozza

Trails & Greenways Manager
Tom Dobbs

Finance Director

Tom Fanslow

Land Protection Director

Kristin Fletcher
AmeriCorps Project Conserve
Program Coordinator

Carlie Gonzalves

Office Manager

Cassie Griffin

Stewardship Coordinator
Sierra Hoisington
Planned Giving Officer

Max Howes

Trails & Land Management Coordinator

Leila Husain
Program Manager

Julianne Johnson
Assistant Director for Operations

Rose Jenkins Lane

Communications & Marketing Director
David Lee

Natural Resources Director

Kristen Lee
Staff Accountant
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Hans Lohmeyer
Stewardship Manager
Bonnie Millar

Monitoring Coordinator
Mary Miller

Volunteer Coordinator
Torry Nergart

Natural Resources Manager
Jenn Ramsdell
Development Coordinator

Rebekah Robinson

Assistant Director for Programs

Amy Stout

AmeriCorps Project Conserve Program
Director

Pam Torlina

Community Engagement Director
Jenn Tutor

Development Director

Kiko Salazar
Communications Manager

Cassidy Wilson
Land Protection Assistant

AmeriCorps Project Conserve
Members

Camille Alexander

Community Engagement & Education
Associate

Sara Branagan

Community Engagement & Education
Associate




21,000+ TOTAL AGRES PROTECTED

b PLAGES PURCHASED FOR FUTURE TRAILS

60 NATURE PRESERVES MANAGED
2,309 VOLUNTEER HOURS
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JULY 1, 2024 - JUNE 30, 2025

HOW WE ARE FUNDED

. Grants from Public Sources /5% §16,653,451
. Contributions from Members & Donors 199 §4,113,199

Grants from Foundations & Organizations 1% §137,290

]_—I Investment Returns & Other Income ©°% §1,311,320

TOTAL §22,215,240

HOW WE USE THOSE FUNDS

_ I Adding Land to Conservation* 77% $13,907,565
1,857 acres of new conservation land

31 miles purchased for Saluda Grade Trail

6 miles of Ecusta Trail opened

3 new places opened to public

6 restoration projects underway

228 conservation easements monitored

311 community engagement events

1,230 kids on Bearwallow Mountain field trips
36,589 hours of AmeriCorps service

D Stewardship, Restoration & Trails 11% $2,018,179
[:] AmeriCorps & Education Programs %6 §1,146,699

. Core Operations 5%
— Management & General Needs =%t §492,126
- Fundraising 2% §491,548

TOTAL $18,056,116

1,659 individuals and families who donated

“Includes value of conservation lands acquired

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Net Assets, Beginning of
Fiscal Year (July 1, 2024)

$44,521,380

Net Assets, End of
Fiscal Year (June 30, 2025)

$48,683,544

Total Change in
Net Assets

$4,162,164

Value of Conservation
Land Owned (June 30, 2025)

$32,686,282

Net Assets Less
Conservation Land Owned

$15,997,262

FULL AUDITED REPORT
AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST
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By Ken Weitzen.

CONTACT US STAY IN TOUCH

© www.ConservingCarolina.org 2+ Get news and invites by email
) 828.697.5777 casaAd conservingcarolina.org/subscribe

) info@conservingcarolina.org  connect on Social Media
€3 @conservingcarolina
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