
Our Mission:  Carolina Mountain Land Conservancy partners with landowners and organizations to 
protect land and water resources vital to our natural heritage and quality of life. Dedicated to saving 
the places you love, CMLC works to permanently conserve and actively care for an ever-growing 
regional network of locally and nationally significant farm, forest, park and natural lands. 
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“Kayaking the Green River in my area is quiet 
with only the sounds of the rippling water 
over the shoals, the breeze, the birds and the 
critters.”
 -Juanita Bruce 

carolinamountain.org2

Growing up on the Green
       uanita Bruce pushes her kayak off 
the tree-covered banks of the Green 
River and takes a moment to soak it all 
in. 

The three-mile stretch that she paddles 
is bursting with life. River cooter turtles 
dip into the water. Monarch butterflies 
flutter around. White-tailed deer bound 

along the shore. She has entered a 
green oasis and her worries are carried 
away with the gentle current. 

“Nature provides us with an 
overwhelming sense of awe, beauty, 
security and protection,” shares 
Juanita. Juanita was born and raised 
near the Green River at Lake Adger

J
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Dam. She has spent most of her 74 
years exploring its wonders. 

“I was baptized in the Green River. They 
don’t do that much anymore,” Juanita 
smiles. It’s where her home is and 
where her heart is. 

In the 1920s, Juanita’s grandfather 
moved his family from South Carolina to 
become the first superintendent of the 
newly built Lake Adger Dam and Duke 
Turner Shoals power plant. Her father 
and uncles made their livelihood at the 
plant as well. “Dad met my mom, a local 
girl, and made our home by the river,” 
reflects Juanita. 

Saving the Land

In April 2016, CMLC partnered with 
Polk County Community Foundation 
to acquire 586 acres along the Green 
River, ensuring people like Juanita have 
a peaceful place to retreat and local 
wildlife have a safe place to call home. 

The 586-acre property is separated into 
two tracts. CMLC protects a 155-acre 
tract located upstream of South Wilson 
Hill Road and a second 431-acre tract 

located downstream of South Wilson 
Hill Road was purchased by Community 
Green LLC, a subsidiary of the Polk 
County Community Foundation. 

We were able to purchase the smaller 
tract with a generous $225,000 gift 
from Fred and Alice Stanback of 
Salisbury and a $225,000 loan from the 
Conservation Trust for North Carolina. 
CMLC has until April 2017 to pay off 
the loan and is seeking contributions 
to permanently secure the tract for 
conservation.  

Every Bit Counts

“We could never be more grateful for 
the substantial gifts made by our major 
donors and partners,” thanks Lynn 
Killian, CMLC Development Director. 
“But, no project is ever completed 
without the enormous generosity of an 
army of loyal, everyday conservation 
donors. The small gifts of many are 
just as critical to each conservation 
success.”

Combined, the tracts contain more than 
three miles of spectacular riverside 
frontage. It’s a beautifully dense and 

heavily forested area with south-facing 
bluffs steeply rising up from the banks. 

“Saving lands and waters from 
development means ‘nature’s own’ can 
be shared by the masses as opposed to 
only a few,” says Juanita. “CMLC helps 
us connect to nature by creating trails 
leading us into the forest and protecting 
waters leading us down the valley.”

Over the years, Juanita’s family enjoyed 
tubing the river and when kayaks 
became popular, she opted for their 
speed, control and efficiency. “Outdoor 
activities give us great opportunities 
to enjoy the God-given beauty of 
nature,” shares Juanita. “It gives us 
great exercise, provides challenges to 
‘try our wings’ and see what we can 
accomplish.”

A Place for Life to Thrive

The property boasts healthy 
populations of hemlocks—a rarity in 
Western North Carolina—as the invasive 
hemlock woolly adelgid has taken 
its toll across our region. The woolly 
adelgid is native to China and Japan, 
where hemlock trees possess immunity. 
Most hemlocks throughout the world 
are protected by some degree of 
resistance in their native ranges. Here, 
with no natural predators, the trees lack 

July 1955: Juanita’s baptismal service with the Mill Spring 
Baptist Church in the calm waters of the Green River
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Juanita finds herself at peace 
kayaking down the Green River

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



any defense. Without natural predators, 
the adelgids take over.

Three rare plant species, whorled 
horsehair, ashy-leafed hydrangea and 
climbing milkvine, also prosper in the 
area. Almost the entire 586 acres are 
second and third-growth forest and 
will provide a stronghold for plants and 
animals to adapt even as the climate 
changes.  

Exploring Nature’s Gifts

“Kayaking the Green River in my area is 
quiet with only the sounds of the rippling 
water over the shoals, the breeze, the 

birds and the critters,” says Juanita. “The 
views are saturated with overhanging 
trees, boulders, farmlands, dense 
forests... There are many flowering 
plants, untouched, unmarred.”  

The land protected by CMLC keeps 
those peaceful views along the river 
intact. We see the 155 acres as a good 
site for a potential future rest stop on a 
paddle trail that could be created along 
the Green River. There is legal access to 
South Wilson Hill Road via private roads 
that pass through a subdivision. 

CMLC plans to partner with Pacolet 
Area Conservancy, which has a strong 

presence in Polk County, to help 
manage the property and assist with 
future guided hikes and outings. Recent 
kayaking has stopped short of the 
Wilson Bridge due to lack of a safe exit. 
Hopes are high this acquisition will 
provide a safe experience for hikers, 
birders, photographers and paddlers 
alike.    

With a few easy strokes Juanita is 
off, drifting into a place of peace and 
serenity. “I love the heron leading me 
down the river, stopping to wait on me 
before flying on,” she calls over her 
shoulder. “This is home to me. I love it 
all.” 

“It’s as important to protect our lands and waters for future 
generations as it is for the current generation—an ongoing source of 
livelihood, enjoyment, recreation, appreciation and education. Thank 
goodness CMLC works to save these awe-inspiring places.” 
-Juanita Bruce

Follow us at: carolinamtnlandconservancy for more updates and stunning images of our lands!
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June 1954: An evening swim in the Green River

WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT CMLC’S PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS?



486 Photos Snapped

362 Guests

$95,756 Gross Income

37% Net Increase

29 Volunteers 

114 Auction Items

AUGUST 27TH

2016
CMLC'S

16TH ANNUAL
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SCARLET OAK: $2,000
Todd & Melinda Morse

RIVER BIRCH: $1,000
David and Charlene Efird • Billy and Gail Hagler • Alan and Nancy 

Kay • Lynn Killian and Glover Little • Bill and Jerry McAninch • 

Chuck and Jean McGrady • Bill and Dot Moyer • Laura Pocock • 

Mark and Joani Robson • Paul and Simone Shoemaker • Aleen 

Steinberg • Fred and Lauren Weed

EASTERN HEMLOCK: $600
Anonymous • Gretchen Batra • Gail and Amos Dawson • John 

Humphrey • David Keller and Nora Murdock • Lee and Tom 

Mulligan • Joe and Karen Narsavage • Jim and Barbara Neal • 

George and Margaret Nixon • Laurence and Nancy Pellegrini 

• Lynn Carnes Pitts and Russ Pitts • Al and Barb Pung • Diana 

Richards • Glenn and Jan Shefter

YELLOW POPLAR: $300
Connie and Gib Backlund • Chris Braund and Karen Van Sickler • 

Chuck  Breckheimer and Sandy Schorr • Ryan and Claire Cannon 

• Jay and Linda Casselberry • Carola and Stuart Cohn • Stan and 

Valerie Cooper • Gary and Judy Cyphers • Michael Egan • Andy 

and Doug Forsyth • John and Judy Hansen • Brenda Hillyer • 

Karen Luke Jackson • Mary Jaeger-Gale and Steve Gale • Will 

and Deni McIntyre • Tim and Sharon Mendelsohn • Ray and 

Marie Miller • Dennis Mountain • David and Daryl Nelms • Kareem 

Ar-Rushdi and Nick Sotirakopulos • Bob and Babs Strickland 

• William Taylor • Katherine B. Therell, LPC, PLLC • Mark and 

Ameran Tooley • Forrest and Janis Tutor • Rick and Deborah 

Waggoner • Christel and Manfred Walter • Fred and Vicki Wright

AUCTION & IN-KIND DONORS
Appalachian Joinery • Asheville Fly Fishing Company • Richard C. Baker • Bear Taco Hammock • John Beaudet 

• Biltmore Company • Bird Watchers Digest • Blue Dream Curry House • Blue Heron Whitewater • Brevard Music 

Center • Cabarrus County Convention & Visitors Bureau • Clint Calhoun • Canopy Ridge Farm • Carl Zeiss Sports 

Optics • Carolina Hornets • Carolina Hurricanes Hockey Club • Carolina Panthers • Jim Carson • Carter Lodge 

• Chimney Rock Management, LLC • Paulette Cliff • CMZ Designs Boutique • Walt Cottingham • Curtis Wright 

Outfitters • Davidson River Outfitters • Scott Dean • Desert Moon Designs • Diamond Brand Outdoors • Diana 

Wortham Theatre • Eagle Optics • David & Charlene Efird • Elijah Mountain Gem Mine • Elizabeth Ellison Gallery • 

Esmeralda Inn & Restaurant • Falls Landing • Flat Rock Playhouse • Flymen Fishing Company • Corinne Fretwell 

• Full Measure Woodworks • Steve Gale & Mary Jaeger-Gale • Glassman Clayworks • Golden Gallery • Grand 

Highlands at Bearwallow Mountain • Granddaddy Fly Fishing Experience • Grandfather Mountain Stewardship 

Foundation • Green River Adventures • Alex Greenwood • Mark Haines • Hands On! A Child's Gallery • Hannah 

Flanagan's Irish Pub • Headwaters Outfitters • Heartwood Gallery • Hendersonville Symphony Orchestra 

• Elaine Hessong • Terry Hicks/Domaine des Charmettes • Todd Hoke • Janet Green Jacobson • Jaime's 

Creole Brasserie • William Jameson • Jazzercise at Flat Rock Fitness Center • Janet Johnson • David Keller • 

Kenmure Country Club • Lynn Killian • Kilwins Hendersonville • Lake Lure Tours • Lazy Otter Outfitters • LeeAnn 

Petropoulos Fine Art Mosaics • Lime Leaf Thai Cuisine • Magruder Glass • Mayfly Coffee • Jerry McAninch • 

John McDermott & Cathy Pons • Medina's Village Bistro • Melting Mountain Pottery • Rick Merrill • Mezzaluna 

Brick Oven & Tap House • Moe's Original Bar B Que • Mountain Lens Photography • Nantahala Outdoor Center • 

Oskar Blues Brewery • Ormond Beach, Florida Condo • Outdoor Family Fun Center • Parmentier Pottery • Nancy 

Pellegrini • Judy Peterson • Piggy's Ice Cream & Harry's Grill & BBQ • Pine Gables Cabins • Pita Express • Laura 

Pocock • Portraits by Patricia Hargrove • Postero's • Lucy Prim • Purple Onion • R & B Turning • Rockscapes 

Exterior Design & Installation • Sage Gourmet • Saluda Mountain Lodge • Sea Glass Fine Art Photography • 

Sierra Nevada Brewing Company • Skyland Barber Shop • David & Jill Slater • Snowbird Mountain Lodge • Sol y 

Luna Cali-Mex Grill & Bar • Southern Heritage Nursery • Square Root Restaurant • Stephen St. Claire • Stuart Nye 

Jewelry • Sycamore Cycles • The Adventure Center of Asheville • The Alleman Law Firm  • The Gorge • The Hub & 

Pisgah Tavern • The Pottery by Doc Welty • Tutor Family • The Woodds • Matt Tommey • Ventures Birding Tours 

• Village Potters • Wag Pet Boutique • Walter Arnold Photography • Kathleen Weir-West • West First Wood Fired 

Pizza • Marilyn Westphal & Mark Simpson • Wild Birds Unlimited • Steve Yurkovich

Thank you to EVERYONE for making our Celebration a grand success!

2016 SUCCESSES

THANKS TO OUR INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS & AUCTION DONORS:



Photo: ncwaterfalls.com

The Pardee & CMLC White Squirrel Hiking Challenge 
4 introduces eight new hikes that take you and your 

friends and family out on CMLC conserved lands—up 
mountains, over streams, through forests and back. 

There is something for everyone, from gentle strolls to 
more strenuous climbs. Enjoy expansive views, blooming 
wildflowers, tumbling waterfalls and hallowed historical 
grounds while staying active, getting some fresh air and 

experiencing the protected lands you make possible.

Complete 8 Hikes 
Get Free Gear 

Save Land

TAKE THE CHALLENGE:
carolinamountain.org/hc4

GRASSY CREEK FALLS   
Escape the crowds by hiking to DuPont’s 
beautiful, lesser-known waterfall.
DISTANCE: 2.6 miles round-trip
DIFFICULTY: Moderate

OPTION 2: LITTLE BEARWALLOW MOUNTAIN
Climb beyond Wildcat Rock to the top of Little 
Bearwallow on the second part of CMLC’s 
newest trail in the Upper Hickory Nut Gorge.
DISTANCE: 5.8 miles round-trip
DIFFICULTY: Strenuous

FRYINGPAN MOUNTAIN LOOKOUT TOWER   
Owned by the US Forest Service, the breathtaking 
vantage point from this historic fire lookout near 
the Blue Ridge Parkway provides a birds-eye view 
of thousands of acres of CMLC-conserved land.
DISTANCE: 1.4 miles round-trip
DIFFICULTY: Moderate

BEARWALLOW MOUNTAIN    
Climb the most iconic and scenic peak in 
Henderson County to enjoy a 360° view 
from the summit meadow.
DISTANCE: 2 miles round-trip
DIFFICULTY: Moderate

2
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WILDCAT ROCK
Ascend CMLC’s newest trail in the Upper 
Hickory Nut Gorge, beyond 100-foot 
Little Bearwallow Falls, to an expansive 
view atop a scenic rock outcropping.
DISTANCE: 3.8 miles round-trip
DIFFICULTY: Strenuous

THE PARK AT FLAT ROCK
Walk, run or bike the loop trail in Flat Rock’s 
new village park.
DISTANCE: 1.5 miles round-trip
DIFFICULTY: Easy

HEADWATERS STATE FOREST
Take an adventure along the Foothills 
Trail in NC’s newest state forest to a 
stunning, but secret, mountain vista.
DISTANCE: 5.2 miles round-trip
DIFFICULTY: Strenuous

OPTION 1: FRENCH BROAD RIVER PADDLE
Float or paddle the venerable French Broad River, 
starting or finishing at the new CMLC-facilitated 
Horse Shoe River Access Park.
DISTANCE: 3.8 miles round-trip
DIFFICULTY: Moderate

OPTION 2: LITTLE BEARWALLOW MOUNTAIN
Climb beyond Wildcat Rock to the top of Little 
Bearwallow on the second part of CMLC’s 
newest trail in the Upper Hickory Nut Gorge.
DISTANCE: 5.8 miles round-trip
DIFFICULTY: Strenuous

RHODODENDRON LAKE NATURE PARK
An easy “walk in the park” circumnavigates historic 
Rhododendron Lake in Laurel Park, showcasing a 
restored stream.
DISTANCE: 0.5 miles round-trip
DIFFICULTY: Easy

Photo: Jeff Rich, courtesy of MountainTrue 
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“If it weren’t for CMLC, I would still be searching,” admits Cathy Cooper. “CMLC changed 
my life.” Cathy wanted to find like-minded people who share her passion for the outdoors. 
Though, speaking with Cathy, it’s hard to imagine anyone as passionate about nature as she 
is. 

Cathy started volunteering with CMLC last winter, but her love affair with nature is a much 
longer relationship. She has been hiking Bearwallow for nearly 40 years. Since the trail 
improvements in 2010, she and her shepherd mix, Maddie, go up every single day.

Nothing holds Cathy back. She is typically one of the few women attending Trail Crew days 
and doesn’t mind the hard work, even if she jokes about being trusted to make gravel. Most 
people Cathy interacts with don’t fully grasp her fascination with spending as much time 
as possible in the great outdoors. She shares, with a laugh, that she is thankful the folks at 
CMLC understand. 

When Cathy is not volunteering with CMLC—she can still be found outdoors—mountain 
biking and hiking. She hopes more people become inspired to get outside. 

“Keep the Earth beautiful and go outside every chance you get, because it is ever-changing,” 
advises Cathy. Now, it’s up to us to discover the same passion Cathy has found with CMLC.  

Yellow Lady Slipper Volunteer:CATHY COOPER

"If future generations 
are to remember us 
with gratitude rather 
than contempt, we must 
leave them something 
more than the miracles 
of technology. We must 
leave them a glimpse of 
the world as it was in the 
beginning, not just after 
we got through with it."
- Lyndon B. Johnson

Joining CMLC's Land Legacy League with a planned gift will help sustain 
conservation efforts for generations to come. CMLC offers a variety 
of convenient giving options such as a simple bequest in your will or a 
beneficiary designation in a retirement account or life insurance policy.  
Please let us know if you have included CMLC in your charitable giving 
estate plans so that we may thank you during your lifetime.

FOR  MORE INFO ON JOINING 
CMLC'S LAND LEGACY LEAGUE 
CONTACT:
Lynn Killian  |  Development Director
828.697.5777, ext. 202
lynn@carolinamountain.org

Benefits multiply at increasing levels
Extensive use of logo and link:

$10,000 & UP  • $5,000  •  $3,000  •  $2,000
Recognition:

$1,000  •  $500 

8 carolinamountain.org

YOUR  
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Chef Michael’s Catering • Duke Energy • First 
Citizens Bank • Lake Lure Professionals Realty 
Group, Keller-Williams • Leatherwood Wildland 
Management • Merrill Lynch (Greiner, Ezell & 

Associates) • Parsec Financial Management, Inc. • 
REACH Animal Emergency Hospital/Asheville 
Veterinary Specialists • Wolf Creek Engineering
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$10,000 & U P

$500

Benefits multiply at increasing levels
Extensive use of logo and link:

$10,000 & UP  • $5,000  •  $3,000  •  $2,000
Recognition:

$1,000  •  $500 

For more details contact: 
Laura Pocock  |  Donor Relations Manager

laura@carolinamountain.org
828.697.5777, ext. 203

carolinamountain.org/guardians

$2 ,000-$2,999

Adventure Treks • Carland & Andersen • Chimney Rock 
Management, LLC • David Gantt Law Office • Henderson 

Oil Company • Highland Lake Property Management  • 
Magnificent Journeys • Mayfel's Restaurant • Mountain 

Deli • Raymond’s Garden Center • Shadowlight • Shelley’s 
Jewelry • Silver Fox Gallery • Strauss & Associates

$3,000-$4,999

$1,000

$5,000-$9,999

Choose Your Annual Membership Level:

Join our annual business membership program today. Your once-a-year membership 
contribution not only benefits conservation, it provides YEAR-ROUND recognition for your 

business at all of our major events, in our print and online outreach materials, and much more.

JOIN OUR 
GUARDIANS OF THE GREEN

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIPS



 

Did you know...
AmeriCorps Project Conserve, an initiative of CMLC, formed in 2004 in response to growing 
conservation needs in WNC. This year, Project Conserve placed 32 dedicated AmeriCorps members 
with 18 local environmental non-profits to increase community understanding of conservation and 
the environment and create sustainable improvements to at-risk ecosystems in our communities.

NEW CMLC BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEMBERS

GREGORY GREINERGENIEN CARLSONMIKE EGAN

22 Board Trustees 
offer their passion 

and expertise to 
CMLC.

We are ever grateful 
for their dedication 

and guidance.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

WELCOME 2016-2017
AMERICORPS PROJECT 
CONSERVE MEMBERS!

LEFT TO RIGHT: KATE LIS, JONATHAN FELDMAN, ADRIENNE BROWN, JEN ADAMS
 AND MADISON OLLE WILL EACH SERVE 1,700 HOURS OVER THE NEXT 11 MONTHS.

Five new AmeriCorps Project Conserve members join CMLC 
to connect people from all walks of life to our treasured 

lands and to keep those lands healthy and thriving! 



 

November December April August

25  
Friday
#OPTOUTSIDE 
Join CMLC and REI to get 
outside on Black Friday! 
Gather up your family, hit the 
trail and make sure to post a 
picture with #OptOutside on 
the CMLC Facebook page. 
Skip the crowded malls and 
enjoy the great outdoors! 
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31  
Saturday
LAST CHANCE TO MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE IN 2016!
Your tax-deductible, year-
end contribution to CMLC 
protects the reasons you 
love it here.  

23 
Sunday
3:30-6pm
LAND LOVERS PICNIC
CAMP PINNACLE  
Honoring CMLC’s 2017 
conserva tion landowners 
and dedicat ed volunteers.

26 
Saturday
CMLC’S 17TH ANNUAL

GRAND HIGHLANDS AT  
BEARWALLOW MOUNTAIN
An evening with friends that 
share a deep love for our 
irreplaceable mountains.

Mountain bogs located on the protected land within 
Headwaters State Forest will be included in the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service’s Mountain Bogs National 

Wildlife Refuge. These bogs are an important 
and rapidly vanishing habitat. Mountain bogs are 

considered to be biodiversity hot spots and are being 
impacted by the negative effects of climate change. 

COMING SOON TO A FOREST NEAR YOU

Mountain Bogs
 at 

Headwaters 
State Forest

13 
 Tuesday
4:30-6:30pm
CMLC HOLIDAY DROP-IN 
BURNTSHIRT VINEYARDS  
Members enjoy a cozy 
holiday party as we celebrate 
and thank YOU for saving 
our beautiful lands and 
waters!

Projected to open in 2018, Headwaters State Forest will complete a 
chain of protected public lands spanning nearly one million acres! The 
forest contains the East Fork of the French Broad River Headwaters 
(for which it is named), making it an important area to protect fresh, 
clean water. 
 
Land acquisition for the state forest began in 2009, when landowner 
and former congressman Charles Taylor approached CMLC. What 
resulted was a multi-party partnership dedicated to protecting nearly 
8,000 acres of land in Transylvania County. After the acquisition of 
another 689.67 acres in August 2016, the project has reached 70% 
completion.  

Headwaters State Forest will be used to exemplify the best forest 
stewardship practices, which foster environmental, social and 
economic benefits. Its main uses include forestry and recreation, but a 
portion of the area will be used as a wildlife refuge.

Preview what the forest has to offer! A portion of the Foothills Trail, 
which runs along the North/South Carolina border, cuts through the 
future state forest. Hike a 5.2-mile out and back to a scenic view 
point in the Pardee & CMLC White Squirrel Hiking Challenge 4! 

Learn more about the forest at eastforkheadwaters.com.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS



FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE: Your MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DATE now appears on the address label.

US POSTAGE
NON PROFIT

PAID
ASHEVILLE, NC

PERMIT NO. 593

847 CASE STREET 
HENDERSONVILLE, NC 28792

CONTRIBUTE TO OUR 
END OF YEAR APPEAL!
Keep saving the places you love

MAKE YOUR GIFT TODAY!

CAROLINAMOUNTAIN.ORG

Find Us On Facebook!
facebook.com/carolinamountain

NEW: Find Us On Instagram!
carolinamtnlandconservancy


