
Plant Scavenger Hunt 

Red Maple  

deciduous tree, flowers early spring before leaves appear, 

bright red flowers, fruit is a samara (helicopters). 

Eastern White Pine 

native, evergreen tree, conifer, many birds and mammals eat seeds, the 

needle bundles have 5 needles in each one—so if you can spell out w-h-i-t-e 

on a bundle then it’s a white pine, pinecones 4-8 inches long, curved, and 

non-spiked. 

Mountain Laurel 

native, evergreen, flowering shrub, forested slopes in 

acidic soil. 

Check the species you can find. 

Eastern Red Cedar  

evergreen, conifer, small cones, scale-like needles, fruit is round, bluish, with 

a white, waxy covering, many birds eat the seeds including Cedar Waxwings, 

these are a pioneer species meaning they are one of the first trees to  

populate cleared land. 

Japanese Honeysuckle 

non-native, invasive species, vine, semi-evergreen, can kill trees 

and shrubs 

Pitch Pine 

native, evergreen tree, conifer, needles grow directly out of trunk and 

branches, usually holds on to pinecones, pinecones ovoid, short-stalked, 

and spiked.  



Tulip Poplar 

native, deciduous tree, grow very large and straight, light gray bark, 

deeply furrowed when large, holds on to fruit throughout winter so 

can identify by looking up and observing fruit in tree. 

American Holly 

native, evergreen tree, spiky, glossy, pointed leaves, 

bright red berries, 18 species of birds and deer eat the 

berries. 

 

River Birch 

native, deciduous tree, flaky, papery bark, grows at angle, alternate  

branching, has catkin fruit that are matured early spring.  

Willow 

deciduous tree, blooms early spring, branches 

hang, bark has plate-like scales. 

White Oak 

native, deciduous tree but holds dead leaves throughout winter, 

leaves have 7-9 rounded lobes.  

Blackberry 

native, thorny, purple/red stem, produces blackberries in 

fall, pioneer species—will grow in disturbed areas. 

Multiflora Rose 

non-native, invasive species, thorny, thorns point down the stem, hairy stipules, 

round serrated leaves, evergreen.  



Eastern Hemlock 

evergreen, conifer, flat short needles, single needles out of stem, 

keeps cones through winter until spring, drooping branches, long-

lived trees—finding a 500 year old tree is common. Though this tree is 

threatened by hemlock woolly adelgid—you can find evidence of  

adelgid by spotting small white pods underneath branches and  

needles. The Hemlock woolly aldegid is an example of a non-native 

invasive insect. 

Dandelions  

small, yellow flower, stem and leaves contain milky latex when 

broken, grows in grass close to ground, blooms early spring. 

English Ivy 

non-native invasive, evergreen, vine, can trail on ground or grow up trees, 

fences, and walls, dark green, lobed leaves with light veins, can kill trees. 

Privet 

non-native, invasive species, shrub, semi-

evergreen, oval leaves. 

An aquatic plant 

grows in the water, example: lily 

Other non-plants: 

Birds nest 

Bat House 

Mallard 

Canadian Goose 

Turtle 

Birds: _______________________________________ 



Notes 

Evergreen– keeps its leaves all year round 

Deciduous– loses its leaves in the winter 

Conifer– produces cones and has needle like leaves 

Alternate branching– branches grow in an alternate patter 

Opposite Branching– branches grow opposite each other 

Non-native– not originally from the region 

Invasive– grow very rapidly and abundantly, outcompete native species 

Questions 

What did you learn about Conserving Carolina? 

What did you learn about plants? 

Do you think learning how to identify plants is important? 

Do you hope to you use the information you learned today in the future? 

Can you explain what an invasive species is and why it is harmful? 

Can you name one invasive species? 

Can you name a native tree/plant? 

 

 


